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This weekend we will be celebrating the beginning of Advent and the beginning of a new 

year.   Already, the world is probably in high gear,  at least on-line, to get their Christmas 

gift orders in in enough time to insure they get to the right destination for Christmas.  It 

seems to be all about timing. 

 

Our gospel this week is sort of an echo of last weeks gospel.  If you remember last week, we 

had Jesus  sorting the goats from the sheep and the sheep go with him to paradise and the 

goats go well!-somewhere else.  And then this week we have Jesus warning his disciples 

and us “what I say to you (disciples) I say to all (us).”  Again, the earlier part of this piece of 

the gospel was  a time where Jesus  and 4 of his disciples were sitting on the Mount of Olive 

overlooking Jerusalem.  Jesus  has already told them about the destruction of Jerusalem and 

the end of time.  Of course, they want to know what the date for that is so they will be ready 

in plenty of time.  But instead he tells them to watch, watch and always be ready. 

 

There is a story of how Some years ago, a tourist visited the Castle Villa Asconti on the shores of 

Lake Como in northern Italy. The old gardener was the only one there to greet people if they 

came.  He opened the gates to the tourist and the visitor stepped into the garden, which was 

perfectly kept. The visitor asked when the owner was last there. He was told, "Twelve years 

ago." Did he ever write? No. Where did he get instructions? From his agent in Milan. Does the 

master ever come? No. "But you keep the grounds as though your master were coming back 

tomorrow." The old gardener quickly replied, "Today, sir, today." 

 

 The gardener in this story gets it.  He is ready whenever the master returns, and if it was today, 

then the master would find the gardener gardening.  

 

After his resurrection and just when he is about to ascend to his father, the disciples asked him if 

he is going to establish the kingdom of Israel now, to which Jesus  replies> ““It is not for you to 

know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own authority. But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”(Act 1:7-8)  
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 So the disciples that day, and through them us also, are to be the witnesses of what Jesus  came 

to teach and live.  One can wonder given all the strangeness of Christmas this year how we can 

be his witnesses through at this Advent season. 

 

Watch, Watch, Jesus  tells his disciples when they really want to know when in the future is this 

going to happen.  But Jesus  tells them to watch now, not for the future.  For Jesus  comes to us 

every day in myriad of ways many of which we don’t even recognize him. 

 

With a gospel like the one for this Sunday we also wonder how, do we watch for Jesus?  Do we 

watch in fear, fear he will catch us doing something against his will and teaching.  Or do we 

watch in expectation of his coming and our eagerness to show him what we have been doing. 

 

Eckhart Tolle wrote a book called The Power of Now.  It is a kind spiritual enlightenment book 

which looks at how we humans look at time.  He says that there are three focuses by which 

humans beings  look at time and how they do that will say a lot about how they live.   In the first 

focus, it is directed toward those who are always looking backward.  For example, they always 

look  backward, to their  childhood or teenage years or even very early adult and based upon 

what may have happened or did not happen to them it becomes their explanation of  why they are 

the way there are today.  They keep pondering over and over the mistakes they have made, or 

others have made on them and they wear themselves out with this constant beating up of 

themselves.  They may have gone to confession even, but still they have not forgiven themselves 

enough, so that they don’t have to keep looking backwards. Tolle explains this is wasted way to 

look at time because in terms of time they can go never back to those earlier times.  Those years, 

experiences, failures, are gone.    

 

Then there are the people “the someday people.”  They are always looking ahead to point in the 

future when they expect things will change, or they will change.  Their famous statements start 

with “In the future, someday I will……..  Tolle explains that in reality there is no such thing as 

the future.  Because when we get there, it is the present not the future.   

 

Finally, Tolle refers to those who measure time in  the “Now”.  Now is the time for me to 

change.  Now is the time for me to do something about my situation, my hopes, my dreams.   

 

Using our readings for this weekend, each one of them stresses to the audience that they are 

speaking to, that “now” is the time for them to change and not to wait.  Isaiah in first reading 

speaks to the Israelites about how they have slipped back into their ways of cheating one and 

doing all sorts of misdeeds.  It is just the same behavior that had gotten them sent into bondage in 

Babylon 70 yrs. before.  They are one of those people who live in the past.  
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 Then you have Paul in the book of the Corinthians praising the Corinthians for how they have 

responded now to the words of the gospel and changed their lives to bring them into conformity 

with that gospel message. “I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of God 

bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched…”  They have become the 

people of the “now.” 

 

Our readings invite us to look into ourselves to see how ready are we to live in the Now moment.  

Or are we trapped in a past that cannot ever be undone and can only poison whatever is good 

now.  Or are we looking to the future, that “someday” time when we will change.    

Ghandi, the great statesman  said once, speaking about not waiting for something or some else to 

change us before you do anything  “You must become the change, you want to see.”  Living a 

life like that is living in the “now.”  This is what Jesus  wants of us. We are not suppose to sit 

around fearing every negative thing that happens to us as a predictor of calamity to come.  No, he 

wants that when he comes at the end of time or the end of our personal time that he can find us 

busy with the work he has left us to do (feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, care for the sick 

and the stranger, visit the prisoner, ect……),   Then he will be proud of what we have become  

and we will be delighted at his joy.  .  As Isaiah prays in the first reading today- “Would that you 

might meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways!”  Oh won’t that be a great 

day! Would that every day, like in the earlier story, we treated it as “this is the day.”   And 

whenever that day is to hear Jesus  say to us-  

“Well done, my good and faithful servant……….  Since you were faithful in small matters………. 

Come, share your master’s joy.”     

 

May you all have a happy Advent journey filled with surprises of God’s presence in your life- 

NOW! 

 


