
Bible Study 2020 Questionnaire Responses- Romans: The Gospel of Salvation   

Question 1: How did Romans help you to enter a more meaningful relationship with Christ? 

Question 2:  Would you recommend Bible Study to others? Please explain why. 

1. Romans helped me to see the many different dimensions of salvation history in relation to the 

Jewish laws, markers of identity, the universality of salvation connecting the Old and New 

Testaments, as well the connection between our salvation and faith in Christ and all the other 

members of the body of Christ. It also illuminated the brilliance of Paul in describing such 

complex issues about Judaism and burgeoning Christianity. I came to appreciate more what a 

brilliant apostle Paul truly was. Additionally, the continual saving power of God and God 

remaining true to his promises and covenants, working throughout history to bring all to 

salvation. Very encouraging to create that sense of hope and faith in such a loving God. That He 

would love us, as sinners, so much, always working for us even if we don't see it apparent in our 

lives. This was a challenging study and probably raises more questions than it answers. 

However, it was a nice complement to last fall's study on James.   

2. I would highly recommend the bible study because you get a chance to delve more deeply into 

scripture and into the Catechism of the Church. You get a chance to have conversations with 

other brothers and sisters in Christ and we get to share what we have learned and what 

questions and challenges we still have. The team put together a great study in the midst of the 

pandemic. It was phenomenally run, very seamless. I am so happy that the team chose to 

continue this ministry! It is very welcoming to all!! Jeff 

 

1.  By learning more about what he wants from us, I feel I know him better and can love him more.    

2. I would recommend Bible study to others, and I have. It expands one’s knowledge and 

understanding of Catholicism. It has increased my love for the faith. Susan 

 

1. It was a personal inward look at myself in ways that I have been ignoring or oblivious to. It 
revealed the gift of salvation that in a manner and level of acceptance that I was not aware of, 
until delving closer to those matters of importance. More attention to the matters of others 
than inward concern of one’s self.  

2. Bible study is a rewarding experience that cannot be explained but MUST be experienced. The 
gain of knowledge and understanding of the bible comes not from just reading the Bible but 
sharing your understanding with those in a study group helps to solidify and more importantly, 
shed light on an understanding that you may not have grasped. Frank 

 
1. Hmmm, I am not sure if it helped me have a more meaningful relationship with Christ, but our 

study illuminated many of the "why's" and the "how come's" that I ponder while reading 

Romans.  The study clarified some points such as circumcised vs uncircumcised, etc. - the law vs 

works.  It perhaps gave me a greater value and understanding of God's great Grace and our 

Unity with Him.  Despite our laws and our failings, we are but one Body in Christ.  I am worthy of 

His love because I am one with Him body and soul, made in His image.  Through the sacraments 

we are made stronger. Especially through the Eucharist are we made one.  It is a wonderful 



reminder.  I think the study will stay with each time I pray over Romans, giving me greater 

understanding.  

2. Oh definitely, it is a wonderful place to share your faith in fellowship.  It also allows you to see 

that God's word and its meaning is revealed to us individually where we are at that 

moment....and yet we can be so much in the same place in our understanding within our small 

group...helping us to see that we are never alone.  It is enriching. Bridget 

 

1. When St Paul encountered Christ and became face-to-face with the truth and he change his life. 

A great example to us. When i realize my sins or offenses against my Lord I am sorrowful and 

really want to change my life. Jesus forgives, heals, and transforms. We need God’s help. 

Through Christ we are transform from within with the gift of the Holy Spirit who works through 

the gift of Grace. We grow with Grace for the ability to change and grow stronger. We have 

hope and trust.  

2. I would recommend Bible study to others. We always need to grow in our faith no matter what 

age you are. To do that you need to spend time with Our Lord in prayer and study and doing 

good works. Bible study is one of the best ways to do that. You may think, oh I know that, I 

heard it all before, but the Holy Spirit works in your heart and you need to be able to hear him 

at every age. Caroline 

 

1. Romans helped me to understand the true meaning of humility, and that by wrapping ourselves 

up in our own struggles and problems, we cannot open ourselves up to others around us. 

Humility is truly the foundation of Christian life. This year especially, with the world situation, 

and the COVID-19 crisis, we can all tend to get wrapped up in our own issues.  Romans has 

helped me to refocus on the love of God and neighbor.  

2. I would definitely recommend our bible study to others, as it truly has helped me understand 

Scripture. Many times, I have been puzzled by the true meaning of the Gospels, and after 

studying Scripture, I get so much more out of the readings in church. Fran 

 

1. Paul's explanations really delved into the heart of things. He helped me to put things in the 

proper light so that I could a clearer view of the things he was talking about. Therefore, I feel 

closer to Christ because I can understand things better. Christ's love is there for me.  

2. Yes. Madeleine 

 

1. Every day Romans has opened my eyes and my heart to the love of God.  God asks me to believe 

and to be part of His mission.  I am part of the body of Christ.  I participate in God’s mission and 

His suffering.  I am an interval part of God’s family.   

2. I would recommend Bible Study.  I have participated each year since our parish has had Bible 

Study.  I know so much more about the Bible and God’s love.  It just makes me want to know 

even more.  Mary Frances 

 



1. I have a better understanding/appreciation of the fundamental nature of baptism as contrasted 

with "works of the law."  

2. Yes. In addition to affirming our beliefs/catholic teachings, all Catholics should be able to "give 

reason for their hope" as St. Peter would say. Bible study enables us to better do exactly that.  

Bill 

 

1. I learned that I need to do everything with Christ in mind.  To look outward to others, instead of 

inward to self and everything needs to be done in Love.  As I said in one of the earlier Bible 

Studies, my goal would be that people do not see me, but see Christ shining in me.  John 3:30 He 

must increase; I must decrease.   

2. Always.  Pretty much what you said above -- no matter what Bible Study you are participating in, 

you learn so much about your faith and it allows you to enter into a more meaningful 

relationship with Christ. Judy 

 

1. I found Romans to be the most difficult of the other Bible studies I have done.  I have done, 

Mary, Inside the Mass, James and the Prophets.  The zoom discussions did seem to help clarify 

some of the content.   

2. Bible study helps me put the Word of God in context, giving the background, and demonstrating 

God’s faithfulness.  It also allows me the opportunity to share with and listen to the thoughts of 

other parishioners. I feel more connected. It helped me to understand. Kim 

 

1. This one is hard to put into words.  

2. I would definitely recommend bible study to others. Over several courses, I’ve learned to 

appreciate and understand scripture much more, both from the study material and through the 

discussions with other participants. I have also enjoyed having an additional way of getting to 

know other parishioners. Kristi 

 

1. Paul reinforces the fact that Jesus loves us all regardless of our flaws and he will show us the 

path to salvation.  All we have to do is follow Him. 

2.  Overall, yes (see additional comments below) Bible studies give me  deeper understanding of 

the written word, deepens my faith and encourages me to learn more about my faith.  Sharing 

ideas in a group also builds and strengthens my faith. Margaret 

 

1. Understanding God’s word better  

2. Yes.  Understanding God’s word brings you closer to HIM !!Brenda  

 

 



1. It helped me to better understand the plan of salvation ...thus, giving me a greater 

understanding of the love that God has for us.  It makes Christ even more personal.  

2. Absolutely!!  It is like getting to know a person...the more I learn through bible study, the more I 

learn about Jesus, God the Father and the Spirit and their roles in my life. It truly deepens my 

spirituality and relationship/friendship with and love for each of them. Becky 

 

1. It reinforced the connection between the Old Testament and the New. 

2. Yes, it is so important to share our faith to help each other grow and understand our faith, 

because our faith is personal and full of love. And like love is better shared. Debbie 

 

1. Christ has a plan in mind for each of us if we choose to accept it as Paul did. I pray for a better 

understanding of the road I should be on, and to be more aware of the signs given by Christ to 

help me find my way.  

2. Yes. It is through my participation in Bible Study that I now have a greater understanding of the 

written word. Understanding of both the Old Testament and the New Testament through the 

classes has been more enjoyable and informative than I expected. My faith has deepened, and I 

have a desire to continue learning more of my faith. Hal 

 

1. Paul reinforces the fact that Jesus loves us all regardless of our flaws and he will show us the 

path to salvation.  All we must do is follow Him.  

2. Overall, yes (see additional comments below) Bible studies give me  deeper understanding of 

the written word, deepens my faith and encourages me to learn more about my faith.  Sharing 

ideas in a group also builds and strengthens my faith. Marie 

 

1. As St. Augustine of Hippo said, " To fall in love with God is the greatest of all romances, to seek 

him, the greatest adventure", In doing the bible study I believe it has brought me closer to God 

and more aware of my actions, as I truly want to please God. 

2. YES!!!  As a new person to bible studies, I found the bible study challenging and amazingly 

fulfilling. I have learned how to navigate through the bible. I find myself wanting to read the 

bible and enjoying it. Everyone should try a bible study at least once!! I am already looking 

forward to our next one. Anna 

 

1. Romans was a little tough for me.  I certainly did call upon Jesus to help me figure out which 

road I needed to follow to find my way through a couple of the questions in the workbook.  I did 

figure it out however I did an awful lot of praying to accomplish the task.  

2. Yes, I would recommend the Bible Study.  I started the bible study classes 6 years ago.  Never 

having attended any previous ones I was not sure what the expectations were. I personally have 

learned so very much about the religion and my relationship with God has definitely enhanced.  



I have found the classes rewarding and the facilitators very helpful.  I would like to thank them 

for their time and service in bringing God into our class it has been very helpful. Judy 

 

1. I found the questions connected with Romans to be difficult. Sharing this frustration with my 

group led me to a better understanding of Romans. We spent less and less time with the 

questions and more time with the concepts found in the Establish the Context sections. I guess 

my relationship with Christ is strengthend by my relationship with the other members of my 

group.  

2. I would definitely recommend bible study to others and I have done so in the past. There is so 

much to learn about our faith and the marvelous way god has led us through the Old Testament 

into the New. Celinda 

 

1. My relationship with Christ has become more meaningful because of what I have learned 

through not only Romans but also the years of bible study I have participated in. The more I 

learn the closer I feel to Christ and his love.  

2. I would definitely recommend bible study to others and I have done so in the past. There is so 

much to learn about our faith and the marvelous way god has led us through the Old Testament 

into the New. Marie 

 

1. Salvation For all is why Jesus died on the cross. Sometimes I put different words than salvation 

when I think about or talk about it. Studying St Paul to the Romans and listening to our 

discussion has opened me to a deeper understanding of salvation for me.  

2. I would. Sometimes when at mass, the readings are difficult to follow and understand. Then the 

priest gives his sermon and suddenly, because of his knowledge of the readings, their meaning 

has become clearer. That is why I would recommend bible study to someone else. You never 

know what others have learned from their previous studies or from their life. People are willing 

to share and bible study and it is enormously helpful. Jeanne 

 

1. Because Paul was deeply knowledgeable of the prophets, he was able to demonstrate the 

connection between the Old Testament and Christ being God's son. 

2. Yes, because just as we grow and develop physically and emotionally, we need to grow 

spiritually, and Bible Study assists with this growth. Priscilla 

 

1. Studying Romans brought me closer to God beginning with the littlest thing, praying before 

reading the scripture.  Reading about God's unconditional love, the gift of His Divine Life in us, 

and knowing that even today, He is present in the Eucharist, and that it is not by our talent or 

will power but by His grace that we are saved fills me with wonder.  It fills me with humility and 

trust. And understanding historically how the Jews and gentiles came together in Christ, that we 

are one universal Catholic church filled both my mind and my heart.   Having both Jewish family 



members and friends, learning about the past history gave me an understanding about how 

closely our stories are entwined.   

2. This was my first bible study, and it was amazing; and - it was on zoom!  I felt a connection to my 

small group and learned from each of them.  Bible study taught me how to navigate my way 

through the bible.  The bible study brought the past and present together in a way that filled 

both my mind and my heart.  I so loved it that I have signed up for a bible study through 

Ascension press that takes you through the entire Bible!  It is "The Bible Timeline, The Story of 

Salvation".  It will most likely take me a year to get through it, I look forward to the journey! I 

look forward to our next bible study together and I am thankful to Blessed Sacrament! Susan 

 

1. Any time you study, you learn. Bible study is no exception. St. Paul helps us to know Jesus more 

deeply and what He expects from us. I have learned more about how St. Paul went from city to 

city delivering knowledge to people about Jesus, and what He wants for us. 

2. I definitely recommend Bible study. It’s interesting and you learn so much. It’s also nice to meet 

others from our parish. Mary Beth 

 

1. With Romans I gained a greater understanding of how God works in our lives. In that Paul, a 

staunch Pharisee and very firm in his determination to persecute and destroy Christianity was 

ultimately converted and was one of the strongest and greatest apostles to have promoted and 

defended the Christian faith. For me, a deep and meaningful relationship with God is that he 

meets us where we are and that nothing can separate us from his love.  

2. Yes, bible study is a way to gain insight and understanding of the written word. Spending time in 

the presence of believers is a powerful experience. Rebecca 

 

1. Still pondering this one  
2. yes- I went to public schools and My early religious education was only in CCD classes for the 

sacraments at an early age. These Bible study classes have helped me to understand  how our 
faith has come to be  and how the Old and new Testaments  are related. Kathy 

 
1. No response.  
2. I would recommend Bible Study because it adds clarity to the readings of the Bible.  I often 

found the Bible readings difficult to understand on my own. Jane 
 

1. The study of Romans was very helpful in understanding the acceptance of observant Jews in 
accepting Christ as the Messiah and the difficulties Paul encountered opening salvation to all the 
Gentiles from Jewish roots.  It gave me greater insight into the Old Testament prophecies foretelling 
the opening of salvation to all the nations and the establishment of the universal Catholic Church.  

2. Yes, definitely. While Paul is complex and some of the questions difficult in this study, nothing worth 
having comes without effort.  The ability to share insights with others especially this year on Zoom 
continued to demonstrate the wonders of the Holy Spirit.  Brian 

 
 
 



1. The materials, answering the questions, and the discussions about the materials gave me a much 
    deeper understanding of the real meaning of salvation. _Speaking to others about my faith, and  
    listening to other people express their deep faith, reinforced, and strengthened my own faith. It is  
   hard, if not impossible, to be a Christian in isolation. Christians are meant to be in a community where 
    they can share their faith and hear the faith stories of others. 

2.Yes! It gave me a much better understanding of what Saint Paul was trying to convey and   
   the reasons that he was trying to convey that information. Understanding the context that  
   Paul was writing in and the objectives that he had in mind makes understanding his writings 
    so much easier and so much clearer. It also provided a much deeper understanding of what  
    salvation means and what our role is in the salvation process.      George 
 

1.The Book of Romans, The Gospel of Salvation, is a Book I have been wanting to read in Bible Study for 
    many years because it is, so often, part of the Readings at Mass. Studying it strengthened my 
    understanding of salvation history starting with it as “the fulfillment of Israel’s hope, which lead to  
    the universal, “catholic” family of God” The “Review the Context”, small group discussion, and Dr.  
   Swafford’s video presentation all helped me to understand this book, “difficult” to read alone. 
2.I’m always encouraging people I don’t know, and people I do know (friends, family) to join the Bible   
   Study, a place where you can discover that you are truly part of the family of the Blessed Sacrament 
   Parish.  Pat 
       
 
1.It was a true learning experience in really reading what was being said. 

2. Yes, It is the group that’s important to understanding. Much more meaningful than reading alone.  

Deborah 

ANONYMOUS 

1. The Book of Romans was very challenging for me. The questions were very hard for me, however, I 
loved how the apostle Paul suffered for Jesus and Never complained and while He was in prison lead 
others to become followers of Jesus by his examples.  

2. Yes. The first year I joined a bible study (my first Bible study) at St. Bernard's was very intimidating, 
but by the end of the course I was very pleased because I learned more about scripture by sharing it 
with other Christians. The Book of Romans was very challenging, and I felt it was over my head. After 
learning from others in my class that they also found it to be a challenge, I stayed with it and continued 
to finish the course. 

 


