
 
 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sept. 27, 2020 

Reflections from the Market Place 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
Today’s gospel is story about obedience.  A modern day version of that gospel is like the following story.                                                                               
“Imagine, if you will, that you work for a company whose president found it necessary to travel out of 
the country and spend an extended period of time abroad. So, he says to you and the other trusted 
employees, "Look, I'm going to be away for long while. And while I'm gone, I want you to pay close 
attention to the business. I want you to manage things while I'm away. I will write you regularly. When I 
do, I will instruct you in what you should do from now until I return from this trip." Everyone agreed 
with the president that they would do as he wishes.                                                                                                                                       
He leaves and is away for a few years.  During that time, as he said he would, he writes often, 
communicating his desires and concerns.  Finally, after a few years, he returns. He walks up to the front 
door of the company and immediately discovers everything is in a mess—weeds flourishing in the flower 
beds, windows broken across the front of the building, the person at the front desk dozing, loud music 
roaring from several offices, two or three people engaged in horseplay in the back room. Instead of 
making a profit, the business has suffered a great loss. Without hesitation he calls everyone together 
and with a frown, he asks, “What happened? Didn’t you get my letters?”  Everyone  says, “Oh, yeah, 
sure,”  “We got all your letters. We’ve even bound them in a book. And some of us have memorized 
them.  In fact, we have a ‘letter study group’ every Sunday where we read, listen  and discuss your 
letters.   You know, everybody says, “those were really great inspiring letters.” The president then asked, 

“But what did you do about my instructions?” And, no doubt the employees would respond, “Do? Well, 
nothing. But we read every one of them!” 1 
The people in this company are like the first son, promising to do something but then changing his mind 
and doing nothing.    
Sitting in the pews, or sitting at home on our live stream devices we might asked our selves- “which 
“son” in the gospel am I like.” 
For me, at times, I would say, I am like the first, son.  I respond to Jesus’ request  to “Follow Me,”  by 
looking at him  and saying, with all good intentions, “Okay, Jesus , I’m on it.”  And then, not too much 
later, Jesus stops by to see how I am doing.  I might start to think should I tell Jesus- “What I really think?  
And that is “that this this thing you called me to do is really too hard to do Jesus!”  “I would just like to 
go home, put my feet up maybe pop open a Sam Adams. and take it easy’   “ Can’t somebody else do 
this for you Jesus?  “I’m sure you can find someone far more equipped and able to do what you want.” 



Now we all probably think we would never behave that way, or tell Jesus  “we just want out!” But, how 
often do we think about what Jesus really wants of us.    We sit in church or read the bulletin and hear 
that teachers are need for grades so and so.  We here more eucharistic ministers are needed.  Or we 
hear people are needed at the soup kitchen, or to visit sick people, or to go to the prisons, and we think 
we could never do anything like that.  And that is where our erroneous pattern of thinking starts and 
ends.  Because we think it is about us doing something for Jesus rather than Jesus  doing something 
through us.   
Teacher and author, Bob Sorge wrote a piece in the magazine, Christianity Today, in which he speaks 
about The Secret of Radical Obedience.   
He said: “Hearing God in the secret place is one of the greatest keys to living the Christian life.  However, 
it must be linked with its corollary: radical obedience.  In James 1:22 we read” Be doers of the word and 
not hearers only, deluding yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, they are like 
someone who looks at their own face in a mirror.  They see themselves, then goes off and promptly 
forgets what they looked like.  But the one who peers into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres, 
and is not a hearer who forgets, but a doer who acts, such a one shall be blessed in what he does”                                                                           
By "radical obedience," Bob explains that one fulfills the commandment to its fullest measure possible.  
In the gospels ( Matthew, Mark, and Luke )we read of a rich young man who came to Jesus asks what he 
must do to obtain eternal life.   Jesus  looked at him and saw that the young man was sincere and really 
searching for the answer.  And so with love, he challenged the rich young to go and sell what he owned 
and then come back and follow Jesus .   But young man goes off sad, the gospel says, because he was 
not sure he could let go of his wealth.  We don’t know whether later he thought more of this and 
eventually did let go of his wealth and came and followed Jesus.     
In his article Bob Sorge writes, “If Jesus says, "Sell all," then we sell all! Immediately.   To do such a 
radical thing obviously is not easy and certainly not possible by ourselves, but by submitting to the 

power of the Spirit, what we cannot do, God can!   To be radically obedient  requires that we be people 
of prayer, so we can listen to the Lord and allow ourselves to be empowered by the Lord to “do.”  As 
Bob Sorge wrote in his article-  “Obedience involves listening attentively with a heart of compliant 
submission and, then, obeying his word. ………obedience starts, Bob Sorge writes, for every one of us, 
not in doing good works but in sitting at the  feet and hearing his word.                                                                                     
 One day Jesus was talking to a group of people and his mother and brothers showed up and wanted to 
talk to him.  But instead of excusing himself from the group and going outside to talk with his family 
Jesus said to the group before him "Who is My mother, or My brothers?" (And He looked around at 
those who sat with Him,  (Try to imagine yourself sitting in that circle and Jesus  looking at you as he says 
to you and the others), "Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of God is My 
brother and My sister and mother" (Mark 3:33-35, ).  At times, I wonder in what ways Jesus may be 
challenging me in my faith journey so that I too like the rich young man can find eternal life. 
 Bob Sorge went on to say in this article about this bible passage of Mark:  “The will of God in that 
moment was for the people to sit at Jesus' feet and hear his word. Until we attend to this responsibility 
first, he says, we will be constantly frustrated in our inability to uncover the joys of radical obedience. 
Works of service gain their spiritual energy from the furnace of a fiery love-relationship at Jesus' feet. 
The true fulfillment of serving Jesus is discovered when we get first things first: First we sit and listen, 
and then we go and do.”                                                                                                
So, like I shared with you in the first story today, in order to accept Jesus ’ challenge and obey and 
sustain our energy for the “doing,” we first need to read and  ponder the  “the letters” from the master, 
but then we need to go to that sacred space within our hearts to hear the specifics that Jesus wants 
from each of us. This action is not something we do once, we may have to go back and read and re-read  
“the letters” over and over in order to realize that it is truly not us that is  doing the “doing, “ but rather 
it is Jesus , working in us and through us that is accomplishing the success of our efforts.  And how can 



we be sure of this, that Jesus  is with us?  Just look at what Jesus  said to the disciples (and through them 
to us) at the last supper (John14:16-17) “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate* to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot accept, because it neither 
sees nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you.”  
St. Paul learned and knew this basic truth.  It was from that awareness that he would go to say to the 
Philippians (third reading this Sunday) in  his letter to them, “then, may we have in us the same attitude 
that is also in Christ Jesus.”     
May this week be a moment of true awakening in all of our hearts and minds as we listen to Jesus and 
the ways he is challenging us to be more than we imagine we can be. 
 
Peace and blessing to all of you. 
 
Deacon Ron  
 
1.Charles Swindoll, Living Above the Level of Mediocrity, p. 242. 
 
 


