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26th Sunday Ordinary Time 

Reflection from the Marketplace 

“For whoever is not against us is for us.  Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to 

Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward.” 

When I was a kid (many decades ago) I grew up in the Boston, MA area.  Now I can’t speak for 

the rest of the country, but in and around my area, it seemed  that there was a lot of focus on the 

difference between the Christian churches.  In fact, we Catholics  couldn’t go into a non-Catholic 

church for any religious function without getting special permission from our pastor.  Did all of 

us have non-Catholic friends?  Of course, we did.  But as Catholics, we definitely knew where 

the boundary lines were in terms of attending inter-religious functions.  

As I thought of those times and the distances often between the Christians churches, even today 

sometimes, the words of Mahatma Gandhi the great reformer and leader of India in the 20th 

century came back to me.  One day he was asked why, if he had such a high regard for Christ, he 

had not become a Christian.  He said- “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your 

Christians are so unlike your Christ.” 

Now, today, those feelings and attitudes, that I mentioned above, must sound rather strange to 

many readers of this reflection.    Fortunately, now nearly three quarters of a century later we 

have come a long way in acceptance and respect for persons of different religious backgrounds.  

Not long ago, I was at a friend’s protestant church service, and I was listening to the gospel being 

read.  I was amazed how it was exactly the same gospel, as the one I heard earlier that day at my 

Catholic church.  So, I did some exploring and learned that a number of non-Catholic churches 

use the same book of readings (i.e., the lectionary) that we do in the Catholic Church week in 

and week out.  In other words, for this coming Sunday’s readings, at least in terms of the gospel 

reading, a number of Catholic and other Christian churches will hear the same reading.  We all 

(Catholic and non-Catholic) will hear the same words of Christ as he says to us- “For whoever is 

not against us is for us. Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to 

Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward.”  I wonder if most people will just nod 

their heads in passive acceptance of these words.  But, for those of us who remember a different 

era, those words might evoke other images or memories.  So, as I sat to write this reflection, I 

thought may be a good theme title for this Sunday might be World Church Sunday.  



This month for each weekend liturgy we have been reading the Letter from St. James.  Two 

weeks ago, James spoke of the importance of having “works” to demonstrate what our faith was 

all about.     

I wondered what if someone asked me “What religion are you.”  And I said “Catholic”. And 

then, they said “Prove it.”  What would I do?  What would I show them to prove this?   My 

rosaries, my holy card, my missal?  Or would I have any scars, worn feet, tired muscles, or tears 

to show them as proof of what it means to be Jesus’ follower?    

Going to mass on Sunday is very important.  However, if that is all our faith experience is about, 

then, that experience is a very shallow one.  Being Jesus’ follower is not only about church 

attendance, but also about, what we do between the Sundays that we attend church.  Being a 

follower of Jesus  is not a “sometime thing.”  Unlike other man-made associations, being Jesus ’ 

follower is not a part-time activity.  No, it is a full time, fully active mission.  Perhaps for many 

this is not always easy to do, but with the grace of God it is possible.  Often, like Jesus said in 

this weekend’s gospel, even the simplest actions, like giving someone a drink, will more than 

fulfill what is called for in this call to mission. 

In the first reading and the gospel this weekend, if someone is not part of the “in-group” it is a 

big issue for Joshua (first reading) and for John (gospel).   But to Jesus such attitudes are 

completely out of place with his mission.   To Jesus what is important is not the “membership 

card”  but rather the mission card.  

“Love one another as I have loved you.” 

 

 


