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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9-19-21 

Reflection From the Marketplace 

As I was sitting to write this reflection, I found myself focusing on the letters from Saint James that we 

have been reading over the last few weeks. Two weeks ago, St. James stressed  in his letter to not  put 

too much emphasis on how people in the community look (i.e. their appearances), the way they dress, 

or their supposed level of influence in the world.   For when we do that, we can easily Ms. seeing the 

value and importance of the person sitting right next to us.  A person who perhaps, may not be so 

prominent, well dressed, or influential, but who is truly as important to God.                                             

Last week, in his letter to the communities where he was ministering, St. James stressed the importance 

of not placing too much emphasis on just having “faith” that is, if there are no “works” that flow from it.   

True faith must lead us to doing works of charity and justice toward everyone that we encounter.  

Otherwise, solely  focusing only on  the importance of just having faith can lead to limited Christian lives. 

Finally, this week we see St. James pointing out that without wisdom, true wisdom (i.e  knowing how 

humility is the strongest of values, or that faith that leads us to no works of justice or charity is shallow 

of itself) then our prayers and good intentions may not lead us very far.   So, he challenges the 

community in his letter this week by stating: “Where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you 

come from?  Is it not from your passions that make war within your members?  You covet but do not 

possess.  You kill and envy, you fight and wage war; but you cannot obtain.  You do not possess because 

you do not ask.  You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” 

These are strong words that James has for the communities of his day and for Christians today, but they 

are no stronger, perhaps , than the words of Jesus  that we find in today’s gospel which also greatly 

stress the importance of humility in our lives.                                                                                                         

In our gospel this weekend, we see that Jesus  is heading toward Capernaum.  Capernaum was the place 

where Jesus  set up shop, so to speak, after growing up and leaving Nazareth.  On his way back there 

after having been traveling for a while, he is begins teaching his disciples about what it truly means to be 

a “servant.”  We see that he is teaching them and us, not only how to behave as a servant but, what 

living as a follower of Christ may eventually cost them and us.  That lesson is not an easy one for them or 

for us to learn.   However, perhaps like me at times, his followers are not paying too much attention to 

what he is saying and teaching.  They are more interested in arguing about who among them ranks as 

the most important to Jesus or who should be first in the list of the disciples.  And so, Jesus  challenges 

them and us to understand that his message of service to others is not something that is negotiable, but 

rather it is the most important thing to learn.  It is far mor important than arguing about who is first in 

their ranks.  So, he uses a child as an example for them to aspire to be like.   Why a child we might ask? 



2 | P a g e  
 

When I was growing up one of the important lessons that people tried to instill in us children was that 

“children were to be seen but not heard.”   When as a child, I asked about this, I was promptly told that 

children need to learn from adults, for it is only the adults who really know and understand things.  And 

furthermore, in order for a child to learn, they need to be quiet and listen.  But for Jesus , however, 

children have a lot to teach adults about what is truly important.  Truly important, if one wants to be a 

follower of Christ.  For children are really humble, strange as that may often seem judging by their 

behavior at times.   Children know that they don’t know.  And perhaps, that is why they keep asking so 

many questions.  They want to learn.  How ready are we to teach them the really important things.  As I 

though of that, I remember a story I read recently on-line. It happened many years ago when one day  a 

10- year- old boy entered a hotel coffeeshop and sat at a table.  A waitress put a glass of water in front 

of him and gave him a menu.  Even though he had gone to restaurants with his parent before, nobody 

ever gave him a menu of his own to read, let alone allowed him to order his own food.  He was 

impressed that he was being treated so well, like an adult.  But still,  he wasn’t sure how to order from a 

menu.  So, he shyly asked the waitress “How much is an ice cream sundae?”  To which the waitress 

quickly responded, “50 cent.”   (Please, remember this was many years ago.)  The little boy put his hand 

in his pocket and pulled out a number of coins and studied them intently, as if he was trying to count 

them.  He then asked in his slow shy way again, “How much is a dish of plain ice cream instead?”  The 

waitress began to become slightly impatient seeing that there were a number of people waiting for a 

table.  She wanted to serve the child, but the other customers seemed more important and would 

probably spend a whole lot more money than this child was going to spend.  So, she said, rather 

brusquely “35 cent.”   The little boy again counted the coins in his hand and then proudly placed his 

order stating “Then I’ll have the dish of plain ice cream.                                                                                    

The waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on the table and walked away.  The boy finished the ice 

cream, paid the cashier, and then departed.  When the waitress cam back, she began wiping down the 

table and then swallowed hard at what she saw on the table.  There, placed neatly beside the empty 

dish of ice cream, were 15 pennies-her tip.  In all probability that little boy would have loved the ice 

cream sundae but leaving the waitress a tip was more important to him.                                                         

Our readings over these past few Sundays give us much to ponder.  Different from what the world 

values, (things like money, power, might), God values the simplest kindnesses shown to others, such as a 

child may often do.  Kindnesses which, often, the world would never takes note of, let alone stops to 

admire.                                                                                                                                                                              

We all travel on different roads throughout the course of our week.  Jesus ,  and the disciples headed to 

Capernaum and on that way learned what is most important to God.   Some of us are headed to school, 

others to work in factories, offices or boardrooms even.  Others are headed to hospitals, nursing homes, 

to work and some will remain in their own homes as their work this week.  Others may be confined to 

prisons.  But no matter where life finds us this week, these readings invite all of Jesus ’ followers to 

wisely ponder their interactions with others, to see if we can notice and show special consideration, 

special treatment, toward those whom other have forgotten or to others who may be  deemed 

unimportant as the world judges.       

“Whoever receives a child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives 

not me but the One who sent me.” 


