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Don Feisen a Mennonite pastor in Canada gave a sermon on this subject of Christ the King and 

in it recorded that                                                                                                                                                

“In 1925, Pope Pius XI wanted people to know that this was Christ's world, not the property of 

the emerging dictators of that day. Both Josef Stalin in Russia and Benito Mussolini had been in 

power for three years. Adolf Hitler had been out of jail only a year and was finding great 

popular support for his fledgling Nazi party. The Pope had the courage of his convictions to 

declare, despite dictators, that Christ was King, reminding Christians where their ultimate 

loyalty lay 

Mussolini, Stalin, and Hitler are gone now and with them all that they attempted to build  up or 

create.  All of that is dust now.  But the Church, the people of God, the loyal subjects of Christ 

King go on as they have for over 2000 yrs.  

That church has attempted to remain faithful to it creator, even when certain  members of people 

God’s people could not always be that faithful.   Christ promised to be with his Church 

throughout time and he has been faithful to that promise. 

This Sunday is the conclusion  of the church’s liturgical year.  One commentator writing on this 

idea of the conclusion of the liturgical year stated “The Solemnity of Christ the King is not just 

the conclusion of the Church year.  It is also a summary of our lives as Christians. “  

 

 In the gospel, we find a yardstick, it would seem, by which we are to  measure our lives to see if 

they conform to what the world expects, what we expect or what God expects.  It is the scene of 

the last judgement.  It is not there to frighten us, I don’t think, but is presented to get our 

attention and to challenge us to look deeply into our lives.  To see what motivates “us” as 

Christians. 

 

I remember as a kid we would play hide-and-seek.  When it was our time to hide, we would 

scatter quickly to find a place to hide.  If we were the person who had to find people we would 

yell out “Ready of not, Here I come.”   Well, in a way I think that is what Jesus  is saying to us 

through this gospel what it is going to be like on that day he does come.  

 

There is a story told of Polycarp who was bishop in the early church, at the times of his death he 

was in his mid-80’s  during  the second century in a city called Smyrna.  It seems Polycarp  was 

arrested and brought before the Roman authorities. He was told if he cursed Christ, he would be 



released.  He replied, "Eighty-six years have I served Him, and He has done me no wrong; how 

then can I blaspheme my King, Jesus Christ Who saved me?"  The Roman officer replied, 

"Unless you change your mind, I will have you burnt."  But Polycarp said, "You threaten a fire 

that burns for an hour, and after a while is quenched; for you are ignorant of the judgment to 

come and of everlasting punishment reserved for the ungodly.  Do what you wish." 

 

This kind of story made me think of how I see Christ in my life.  Is he someone I go visit once a 

week and then leave and the rest of week is focused on what others want, or what I want?  Or is 

my life formed and shaped by the values Jesus  has sought to instill in all of us.   

 

There was great power in Polycarp’s life and words.  Today those Roman authorities who 

threatened him are as dust on the sands of time.  There is no memory of their names or words. .  

And yet, Polycarp’s words resound today with the same  power that was in him, that gave him 

confidence to even suffer a horrible martyrdom knowing full well where he was going 

eventually.  He was faithful to Jesus and Jesus was faithful to him. 

 

When we strive to make our  life one that is  measured by the yard stick of today’s gospel values 

then within us there is a power which will grow and enable others to find hope in our words or 

actions.  In this crazy pandemic time in which we  live and  in which we try to survive, hope is a 

precious commodity and something that often is lacking in people’s lives.  To bring such to the 

sick, the naked, the hungry the forgotten is our first duty because of who we serve, Christ.  The 

success of our efforts, however, is not ours.  That power belongs to God.  But when we align our 

lives on these corporal works of mercy then we become a suitable vessel through which hope can 

shine. 

 

Certainly, we all know of the poor, the hungry, the prisoner, those without clothes or shelter.  We 

read about them in the papers.  But do we ever wonder that maybe some of those  poor,  hungry,  

naked may be sitting with us at the table in our place of work, in our church community.  They 

may be the hungry who wish to hear praise, who wish to know they are loved,  they are notice 

and valued for they are. They may be naked not because they don’t have any clothes but rather 

because they are vulnerable in other ways.  Perhaps at work, or in school they  become the brunt 

of jokes because they cannot perform as well as other workers or students.      

 

So, while these works of charity may raise obvious pictures of  the poor and hurting people, there 

may be poor and hurting people sitting across from at our tables, in our workplaces.  We don’t 

even have to cross the seas to find them.  We just have to cross the aisle, the desk, the table, the 

pew to find them.  We could begin there, right, to try and live out the corporal works of mercy.  

And as Jesus  said in his parable about the talents- “since you have been faithful in a small thing 

I will put in charge of greater things.  Enter into the joy of your master.”   You see, I think,  Jesus  

comes to us in many disguises, the poor, the forgotten, the abused, the unwanted.   And yet if we 

are able see this in the people around us,  then we will be able to Jesus everywhere.    

 

Yes, Christ will come at the end of history, but Christ comes to us personally every day with the 

message and challenge “whatever you did for ‘them’ you did for me.” 

 

Jesus’s message is not some Robo Call that we want to ignore.  



 

 


