
 
 

SUNDAY Oct. 4, 2020 

27 Sunday In Ordinary Time  

 

The images today in the first reading and the Gospel are about what we humans do with our lives, personally, 

and as a people, or as a community.  And we often mess things up and, in that process, often we reject God and 

His ways.   Maybe this decision is not always a conscious decision but by ignoring our relationship with Jesus   

we gradually move further and further away from God.  “No one can come to the father except through me.”  

(John14:6) 

 

When this breach on our relationship with God happens, the consequences can be dire.  We hurt one another, 

plan wars, we abuse one another, and we abuse God’s creation.  To right these kinds of situations and 

relationships, God must find some way of balancing our minds as to who is creation and who is creator.   

 

There are times when all of us whether in our relationships with one another as friends, parents, spouses, or as a 

country, or as nations, when we try to put ourselves in God’s seat and take control of everything.   There are 

times when all of us act as if our world, no matter how big or small, is our own creation and we are supreme 

over all we survey.  There are times when as people or nations, we forget that everything we have is on loan to 

us from God.  We are temporary tenants. We don’t own anything, even though we sometimes act as if we own it 

all.   Attitudes like those have caused serious damage to people and to the environment. 

 

This Sunday is also known as Respect for Life Sunday.  Often people think this is mostly about the abortion 

issues only, but in truth it is much bigger than that.  Respect for Life from its conception through to its 

completion is what we are being asked to think about.  Respect for life while including the scourge of abortion 

as horrible as that is, is also about respect for life in all of its forms.  It is a respect for who is the Giver of life 

and who is the receiver.   

 

Respect for Life Sunday then invites us to evaluate within ourselves how do we show respect for life.  The life 

of planet on which we all live, respect for the life that walks the land, swims in the seas, and fills the skies.  

Respect for the stranger who comes to our doors seeking help and solace.  We are invited to reflect on our 

respect for the life of each other whether we are whole or disabled, whether we are of different shades of color, 

whether we are in prison or free.  Such respect for life cannot be reduced to what is the philosophy of the 

political party that we belong to but is rather a call to see life as God sees it.  To have Respect for Life is 

ultimately to have a Respect for God.  For God and God alone is the giver of all living things and those things 

which sustain life for all.          

 



2 
 

The opening lines of the first reading are a creation type of account whereby God, as the “friend” in the reading 

creates the ideal vineyard (e.g. garden).  In it he places his followers (the house of Israel and Juda).  But instead 

of tending it with a sense of respect to whom it belongs, the crop they yield is not good grapes but wild grapes, 

bitter and unfit for making wine. 

 

In the gospel, Jesus tells the leaders of his people, the scribes, pharisees, and the priests and all of us, a similar 

story.  But in the case of the gospel, the landowner leases out the land to the tenant farmers with the agreement 

that at certain time, he will return and they will give him his portion of the produce by the way they have taken 

care of the vineyard.  . But of course, when that time comes the tenant farmers do not want to respect their 

agreement or the landowner.  They are greedy and want everything for themselves.  And so, they kill and/or 

maim each of the messengers that come to them seeking the landowner’s share.   Until finally he sends his son.  

The landowner feels surely, they will recognize and respect him and give him what is the landowner’s due. But 

of course, they do not, they just kill the son feeling that the vineyard is theirs to do with as they see fit.   

 

Using the imagery of these two readings  and the fact that this is Respect for Life Sunday what do we think 

God’s feeling is about how well we have taken care of one another; how well have we respected one another; 

how carefully have we cared for the environment, our home, the only true earthly home that we will ever  

know? 

 

Over the next few weeks, the air within our own country we become hotter and hotter emotionally as the 

election day draws near.  Already people are dividing into different camps, Democrats, Republicans, 

Independents, Green candidates etc.  The rhetoric will go round and round about the state of our country, the 

state of the world, the condition of our environment and whose policies are responsible for these.  But whether 

or not there will be any respect for each other’s different views, we will have to wait and see.    

 

In the third reading this Sunday, Paul writes to the Philippians and to us  and says that they and we are to seek, 

reflect and accept “whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious," and we are to instill these values in  our attitudes toward each other.  We are to instill 
them in our relationship with each other and with creation itself.  For in this way then, their prayers and ours 
will be prayers of thanksgiving to God and will show the respect that is due to the creator for all that God has 
given us as his creation, his people.  Paul instructs them as today as he instructs us, to accept and live in the 
true peace of God by “doing what we have learned and received and heard and seen" in him and in Christ Jesus.  

 Once at a Church meeting a wealthy member of the church rose to tell the rest of those present about his 
Christian Faith. "I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I attribute my wealth to the blessings of God in my life." He 
went on to recall the turning point in his relationship with God.    As a young man, he shared, he had just earned 
his first dollar, and he went to a Church meeting that night. The speaker at that meeting was a missionary who 
told about his work in the mission field. Before the offering plate was passed around, the preacher told everyone 
that everything that was collected that night would be given to this missionary to help fund his work on behalf 
of the Church. The wealthy man wanted to give to support mission work, but he knew he couldn't make change 
from the offering plate. He knew he either had to give all he had, his first earnings, or nothing at all. At that 
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moment, he decided to give all that he had to God. Looking back much later in his life, he said he knew that God 
had blessed that decision and had made him wealthy.  When he finished, there was silence in the room. As he 
returned to the pew and sat down, an elderly lady seated behind him leaned forward, and tapping the 
millionaire on his shoulder said, "I dare you to do it again!"  When we start out, it's easy to remember that the 
gifts and opportunities that come our way are from God. But it something happens that along the way. we forget 
the Owner.   We come to think of our personal vineyard and everything it produces as something we own. 

So, as we sit to reflect today on these readings, we might ask ourselves- “What is God daring us (me) to do as 
his followers?  How is he looking for us to show the Respect he is due as the primary landowner of the vineyard 
(i.e. creation)?  A respect that is mirrored not only in how we care for and about each other but also a respect for 
the creation he has bestowed on us so that we may be fruitful and effective.   

 


