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27 Sunday Ordinary Time 

10-3-21 

Reflection from the Marketplace  

It would seem that there are two themes going on in the readings this weekend, a theme about 

marriage and a theme about children.  The opening lines of the first reading this weekend always 

stay with me- “It is not good for the man to be alone...” .  Indeed, is not good for the man, the 

woman, or the child, to be alone. 

In the Garden of Eden, God began creation. The Garden of Eden is not a biological discussion of 

creation, but rather, a belief of how man and woman came to exist.  Those openings lines of the 

first reading are an understanding of a most important relational reality that while it is not good 

for us (man, woman, or child) to be alone, more importantly, it is not good for us also to be 

without God.    

In the garden the man and the woman are given by God to each other.  But in that giving, there 

are three persons involved, the man, the woman, and God.  Over the years, as a Deacon, I have  

been a witness at many weddings. Yes, I said “witness”.  I explain to the couple that I am not 

marrying them, no, they are marrying each other.  I and everyone else present are simply 

witnesses to their vows.   It is not I who say the words in the sacrament of Marriage, but it is 

they, the husband and wife, who give each other through their vows to this consent, this 

covenant, this bonding, this pledge of fidelity.   When I meet with the couple, prior to the 

marriage, I explain to them that on their wedding day there will be three people standing at the 

altar, beside me, the man, the woman, and God. As the  man and the woman pledge faithfulness, 

to each other, God promises to them both to be faithful to them, to be there with them throughout 

the years of their lives together and beyond.   

1Tommy Nelson, in his book, The 12 Essentials of Godly Success, shares the following account: 

“In the fall of 1998, an anonymous donor in Florida had an idea. He decided to hire an ad 

agency, the Smith Agency, to design a campaign to get the people of his community talking 

about God. The Smith Agency designed eighteen billboards with what were supposedly sayings 

from God. Signs like,  “Let’s meet at my house Sunday before the game . . . - God,” and “We 

need to talk . . . - God,” and “What part of ‘Thou Shalt Not’ didn’t you understand? – God” and 

“Keep using my name in vain, I’ll make rush hour longer . . . – God.” The signs were an instant 

hit with much of the public. …….   One memorable billboard said this, “The wedding was nice. 

How about inviting me to the marriage? . . . - God.” 
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I think it was a thought, perhaps, like this last statement by Nelson that was in Jesus’ head and 

heart when in the gospel he answers the pharisees’ questions about divorce and those seeking 

permission to allow people to divorce.  I think Jesus saw the pain and the sense of isolation for 

the man, the woman, and the children that divorce can bring about.   

So often, when a couple is getting married, a lot of the focus goes toward the “wedding day.”  

But marriage is not for a “day”; it is for a lifetime, hopefully.  So, for a number of years now our 

diocese has offered a program called “Couple to Couple”.  It is  a program in which a married 

couple meets in their home with an engaged couple for a series of six sessions.  The engaged 

couple is given a workbook which covers a number of topics relevant to marriage.  At each 

session the two couples look over the various topics in the workbook and discuss them.   The 

point of the sessions and the use of the workbook is to help a couple to look at issues and topics 

which impact all marriages: decision making (i.e., “who wears the pants”), children, in-laws, 

careers, sickness, dreams, etc.  

My wife and I, for a number of years, were involved with this program at our parish.  In these 

sessions, often, we would find that as we came to certain chapters in the workbook, the engaged 

couple might remark: “Oh, we already have discussed all of this.”  At times like those, my wife 

and I would look at each other and the couple and smile, knowing inwardly and from years of 

marriage (now over 50 yrs.), that there was no way that any couple could ever discuss all of the 

vastness of any of these topics, let alone a couple who is just starting out in marriage.  The 

purpose of the program, though, is not to cover everything, but to give the engaged couple a 

“breathing place” to consider some of the important things they need to discuss in addition to the 

“wedding day.”        

The second theme this weekend is on children and how special and precious they are, not only to 

their parents, but to God.  Notice how Jesus not only welcomes them but hugs and plays with 

them.  He chastises the grown- ups (i.e., disciples) for keeping the children away from him, as if 

he would ever be bothered by children, children whose very existence, hopefully, comes from 

the love of two people for each other; children who are not just a biological reality, but who also 

come from the love of God for all humanity.  One might even say that the presence of children 

among us, is like God saying to humanity: “I believe in you and these (i.e., children) are 

witnesses to my hope for you.”  Perhaps, that is why the Church looks upon abortion or abuse of 

children, as such an afront and almost a rejection of God, as if God has no place in “our garden.”   

The poet and writer Kahlil Gibran, in his book The Prophet, wrote the following concerning his 
thoughts about children 

“Your children are not your children. 
They are sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself. 
They come through you but not from you. 
And though they are with you yet they belong not to you. 
You may give them your love but not your thoughts, 
For they have their own thoughts. 
You may house their bodies but not their souls, 
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For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your 
dreams.” 2 

Our readings this weekend invite all of us, those of us who are married, those of us who are 
divorced, those of us who are single, searching, and wondering to ask yourselves: where is 
God in the garden of my life?   Or, where is God in the garden of my searching?  Or where is 
God even in the garden of my loneliness?  For perhaps if we do not see God there in these 
places, then we will not find God elsewhere.  For even when Adam and Eve were expelled 
from the garden, as the bible shows in all the following chapters of that book, God went 
with them.  And so, we must remember God is with us now in our pandemics, wars, 
racism, hatred and discontent.  And in those times when we may feel overwhelmed, let us 
believe in the next child we see.  For in that child is the reflection of God’s hope for all of 
us.   

            “…and behold, I am with you, always, even unto the end of time..”   (Mt. 28:20) 
 

1.Tommy Nelson, The 12 Essentials of Godly Success, Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers, 2005 
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