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30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

OCT. 24, 2021 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE MARKET PLACE 

 

As I was reflecting on the readings this weekend, the gospel is the one that seemed to speak to 

me the most.   As I read of Bartimaeus’ faith in Jesus ’ powers,  I thought of a quote to from 

Helen Keller.   

 

Helen Keller was just a 19-month-old child, when, in 1882 that, she developed a mysterious 

illness that would rob her of her hearing and sight. However, through the efforts of a dedicated 

teacher, Anne Sullivan, Helen would go on to learn how to communicate through signing, as 

well as reading and writing in braille and speaking. Today, 53 years after her death in 1968, she 

is remembered for being an accomplished author and activist for people with disabilities. That 

quote was “Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope 

and confidence.”   

 

As I read the words of the gospel, I could see Bartimaeus sitting by the side of the road and 

hearing, in the words and murmurings of the crowd around him, that “Jesus is coming.”  He must 

have known about Jesus from the talk and rumors he heard from others.  Somehow he believed, 

if he could just get to Jesus,  he could be healed of his blindness.  When he finally reaches Jesus 

through the efforts and assistance of the people around him, Jesus asks him, even though he 

could see that the man was blind, “What do you want me to do for you?”, to which the blind man 

responds, “Master, I want to see”.   We see in the gospel that it was Bartimaeus faith, his belief 

in Jesus ’  concern for him, that, in the end, would, finally, lead him to his healing.   

As I read this gospel, I also thought of a similar scene from Matthew’s gospel (Matt 9:28) about 

two blind men who learn that Jesus is staying at a house near them.  Somehow, they arrived at 

the house and, when they enter the house, they approach Jesus and calling out, like Bartimaeus,  

“Son of David, have pity on us”.    Jesus , then, challenges their faith in him and addresses them 

saying  “Do you believe that I can do this?”.  To which both, adamantly, say “yes.”  Jesus ,  then, 

says to them “Let it be done for you according to your faith.” 
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In both accounts we are dealing with both physical blindness and spiritual blindness.   All three, 

Bartimaeus and the other two men, must reach out in spite of their blindness and declare their 

faith in Jesus.  And it is in that plea from their darkness, a darkness that is both physical and 

spiritual, that their healing comes. 

It is also interesting that the story of Bartimaeus in Mark’s gospel is paired with and follows the 

gospel of last week.  Last week, we encountered the apostles, James and John, approaching Jesus  

to ask him a favor.  They wanted to be assured that they could sit at his right and his left in his 

kingdom. They wanted to be assured of power and glory for themselves, because they followed 

Jesus.   In that gospel account, in a way, they showed a lack of spiritual sight.  They failed to see 

who Jesus  is and, what Jesus  is about, in his mission.  Unlike Bartimaeus, who was physically 

blind, we could almost say James and John suffered from a spiritual type of blindness.  Unlike 

Bartimaeus they do not “know” who Jesus really is (“Son of David”) and what he can do in their 

lives.  

I think that both accounts invite us to look into our own lives to see where also we may have 

some spiritual blindness and to see if we, too, like Bartimaeus, believe that Jesus can heal us.   

The presence of these two contrasting gospel accounts, last week’s gospel and this week’s, can 

also spark in us questions like- who do I think Jesus really is?  How much do I trust him?  Do I 

trust that he can heal my own personal darkness?   

At times our own darkness, whether that be fear, mistrust, hatred or guilt, can cause us to 

stumble through life crippled or blind, perhaps, not physically, but in a spiritual way.  

Bartimaeus was not going to allow anyone from stopping him to see Jesus.  Others tried to ignore 

or quiet him, but he called out the more loudly.  Have there been voices in our own lives that 

have tried to quiet within us our need for Jesus ?  Perhaps, they mock us or ridicule our efforts to 

be faithful to Jesus’ message.  Do we ever think about what has blocked our way in reaching out 

to get closer to Jesus?  Was it fear, doubt, or guilt?   Or do we ever feel that God is taking too 

long to listen to our plea, such that we may feel our pleas are never reaching his ears or perhaps 

are never important enough for him to hear us? 

Can we imagine Jesus ever saying to us, like he did to Bartimaeus- “What do you want me to do 

for you?”  Or, after stating a prayer or desire from our heart do we ever like the two blind men in 

Matthew long to hear Jesus say to us “Do you believe I can do this”?     

In the first reading from Jeremiah this weekend, we see the plight of  the “chosen”  people who 

were in bondage in a foreign land for 70 years.  They were far from their homeland.  They were 

separated from the practices of their faith and unable to worship in their temple.  They were 

living in a kind of darkness, like the blind man in the gospel. But through a human agent, 

Jeremiah, God speaks to his people of hope, even in their darkness.  God speaks of the need for  

trusting that God will be faithful, once again, and restore what they have lost. 

“Behold, I will bring them back / from the land of the north; / I will gather them from the ends of 

the world, / with the blind and the lame in their midst, / the mothers and those with child; / they 

shall return as an immense throng.”  And so, through Jeremiah, God offers the people a hope and 
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invites them through faith to trust.  It is not easy to do this and sometimes we need others to take 

us by the hand, like Jeremiah did for the Jews in bondage, and  lead us to that hope.  Just as in 

the gospel this weekend, the people in the crowd are needed to lead the blind man to Jesus in 

order for Jesus to fulfill what the blind man had begged for- “Jesus, son of David, have pity on 

me.”  Jesus calls Bartimaeus to come to him, but once again it is the others who have to help the 

blind man get to Jesus and who urge  him on - “Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling you.”  So, 

often, many of us need others to take our hands and to lead us to Jesus .   

We cannot heal as Jesus did.  That was Jesus’ ministry to do.  Our call, our ministry, is to 

cooperate with the power of God and allow it, through prayer and good works, to flow through 

us to others.  Ultimately, what result, such efforts will yield, belongs to God alone, not us.   

St. Theresa of Avila put it so beautifully then when she wrote: 

“Christ has no body now but yours                                                                                                      

No hands, no feet on earth but yours.                                                                                                         

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on the world.                                                    

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.                                                                            

Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world………                                                             

Christ has no body now on earth but yours” 

                                        

“Now to him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine, by the power at 

work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 

ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


