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In the book of Genesis Chapter 1: 26 we read  “Then God said: Let us make* human beings in our image, after 

our likeness. ………. God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and 

female* he created them.” 

We read in the Gospel today how the authorities challenged Jesus with a question which has a doubled edge 

sword for an answer.  He was asked if it was lawful to pay taxes to Caesar.  If he answers “no” then the Roman 

authorities would arrest him; if he said “yes” then the Jews would attack him.  In other words, there seems to be 

no right answer to the question.  But Jesus is able to determine the motivation behind this question, which is a 

plot to entrap him.  But Jesus uses the question to challenge the leaders to decide where their allegiance lies, to 

the power of Rome or to the authority of God.  He asks them for the coin, which was used to pay the taxes.  It 

was probably made of cheap metal possibly even tin.  On this cheap piece of metal, which of itself has little 

value, he asks whose inscription is on it.  The value of the coin is not from what it is made of but rather from the 

authority behind it.  When he says finally to them those famous words “Give to Caesar what belong to Caesar, 

and Give to God what belons to God,” he is laying the challenging before them  because they were often  living 

their lives putting their hopes on Caesar when they were suppose to be placing their trust and their hopes on 

God.  Jesus in a way is calling the leaders to remember who they truly are, first, Children of God, and citizens 

of Rome second.  He is reminding them they and all peoples, male and female, that they are made in the image 

of God, not the image of Caesar.  This little piece of tin with Caesar image on it is nothing compared to what is 

imprinted upon them as human beings- the Image of God.   Because of that imprint, every human is of infinite 

value. 

When we choose to care for one another; when we do not use one another for our own private advantage, then 

our actions mirror for the world that infinite value that has been imprinted on us by the creator.  No matter what 

we achieve in this life or don’t achieve; no matter how much we amass in terms of the world’s wealth, or how 

poor we are,  it can never equal or replace the value that we have because we are a creation of God. 

The is why when we abuse one another; whether in our families, in our communities, or even globally we, 

abuse God. 

This coming Sunday, 10-18-20, is also World Mission Day, or Mission Sunday.  It was instituted by Pope Pius 

 

 XI in 1926, to remind Catholics about their identity as missionaries whether we be in foreign country or in our  
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own home or community.  It reminds us that through prayer and sacrifice we make manifest the value of all 

human beings.  This reality of who we are stands within our liturgy every  Sunday to remind us not only of our 

duty to care for one another but also remind us of the value of every human life from conception to death, 

because unlike the tin coin with Caesar’s image on it, every life has been imprinted with the image of God.   So 

no matter how rich a life is, how talented that life is, how accomplished that life is, its valuableness doesn’t 

come from that those things but comes from what God says that life is- the image of God. 

“Edward F. Markquart Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church Des Moines, WA shares the following story: John D. 

Rockefeller, Sr. drove himself hard to be a success.  He became a millionaire by the age of twenty-three and by 

the age of fifty was the richest man on earth.  Then at fifty-three years of age, Rockefeller developed a serious 

illness which caused the hair on his head, his eyebrows, and eyelashes to drop off.  Even though he was the 

world’s only billionaire and could have almost anything on earth he wanted, he could only digest milk and 

crackers.  He became shrunken like a mummy.  He could not sleep, would not smile, and nothing in life meant 

much to him at all.  Doctors predicted that within a year he would be dead. One night, however, as Rockefeller 

struggled to fall asleep, he came to grips with his life.  He realized that he could take nothing with him into the 

next world.  The next day he embarked on a new way of living.  Rather than hoarding his money and 

possessions, he began to give them away to persons in need.  Establishing the Rockefeller Foundation, he 

channeled his fortune into hospitals, research, and mission work.  His contributions eventually led to the 

discovery of penicillin as well as cures for malaria, tuberculosis, and diphtheria. At age 53, Rockefeller was 

given a year to live.  By learning to live by the principle of giving rather than getting, he altered his life so 

dramatically that he eventually lived to the ripe old age of ninety-eight. (Rev. Edward F. Markquart)  

So often our values are determined by our relationship with world at large rather than by our faith relationship 

with our God.  And yet when we don’t count the cost,  and we are faithful in our relationship with God the 

effect upon the world is at times beyond believable.   

When Minister Joe Wright was asked to open the new session of the Kansas Senate, everyone was expecting the 

usual generalities, but instead this is what he said:  “Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your 

forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We know your Word says, “Woe to those who call evil 

good”, but that is exactly what we have done. We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values. 

We have exploited the poor and called it the “lottery.” We have killed our unborn and called it “choice.” We 

have shot abortionists and called it “justifiable.”  We have neglected to discipline our children and called 

it “building self-esteem.” We have abused power and called it “politics.” We have coveted our neighbor’s 

possessions and called it “ambition.” We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called 

it “freedom of expression.” We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called 
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it “enlightenment.”  Search us, O God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us free. 

Amen!” The response was immediate. A number of legislators walked out during the prayer in protest.  In six 

short weeks though, Central Christian Church, where Rev. Wright is pastor, logged more than 5,000 phone calls 

with only 47 of those calls responding negatively. The church is now receiving international requests for copies 

of this prayer from India, Africa and Korea. Commentator Paul Harvey aired this prayer on his radio program, 

“The Rest of the Story” and received a larger response to this program than any other he has aired.” (Lectio 

Divina). 

In the first reading today, there are lines which reflect this similar situation as that which Pasto Wright 

explained, where we have, perhaps. forgotten who we are and who made us, and whose image we are called to 

reflect to the world.  Though Cyrus, the Persian king, did not know God, God made himself, evident to Cyrus 

through the prophet Isaiah.  These lines that Isaiah spoke to Cyrus, are the ones that are spoken to us today 

throughout the scriptures.  They speak of not only who are (i.e. children of God) but also what is our true 

mission in life (i.e.  too mirror that relationship to the world as Jesus did).   These lines are reminders of who it 

is who guides us and gives meaning to our lives. An so through the mouth of Isaiah God speaks: “ I have called 

you by your name,  giving you a title, though you knew me not.  I am the Lord and there is no other, there is no 

God besides me.   It is I who arm you, though you know me not, so that toward the rising and the setting of the 

sun / people may know that there is none besides me.  I am the Lord, there is no other.”  


