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29 Sunday Ordinary Time 

10-17-21 

Reflection from the Marketplace  

 

Our first reading this weekend from Isaiah depicts the suffering of the one who came to, rescue us 

that we might return to God; the one who through his death seeks to ransom us from the very 

power of death itself and grant us eternal life with God. 

In the first reading this weekend, we can get a sense of longing and hoping for the one who is 

powerful enough to save us all.  Perhaps as Isaiah penned the words of his prophecy, the words of 

the responsorial Psalm this weekend rang in his mind :  

 

“Our soul waits for the LORD, 

who is our help and our shield? 

  May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us 

who have put our hope in you.” 

 

 

There is a story about three friends who  were talking about the Bible and their preferences for 

different translations.    One said, "I like the 'New English' version of the Bible.  It's easier 

reading and closer to the Catholic tradition”.   The second said, "I prefer the 'Jerusalem Bible.' 

The translations have a more poetic resonance without removing the reverence that other 

translations have”. To which the third person explained, "I know an even better translation. I like 

my mother's translation best. She translated the Bible into life, and it is the most convincing 

translation I have ever seen. Filled with an inspiring kind of wisdom, she lived a good and 

meaningful life. She was a loving person who always took the needs of others seriously, which is 

exactly what Jesus did when He was on earth."  

 

I think the person above who references his mother and how she lived, as the source of his Bible 

knowledge, is very much like the author Fulghum, R., who is his book "All I Really Need to 

Know I Learned in Kindergarten," relates how he learned the important lessons of life in the 

sandpile, as a kid such as: 

 

“Share everything.  

  Play fair.  

 Don’t hit people. 

Clean up your own mess.  
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Don’t take things that aren’t yours.  

Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody.”  

 

And the big one: 

“When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together.” 1 

 

Funny what we needed to learn about life we often learned when we were kids, in the sandpiles 

of the playgrounds or in the fields while playing baseball, or soccer.  When we got older, we 

sometimes lost track of these lessons. 

A little over 9 months ago, on Jan. 6, 2021,  we all watched TV, and saw the horror and carnage 

that took place in our country at the Capitol Building, in Washington, DC.  Following that horror 

show, we watched and are still watching as our country pulls itself apart, conservative vs. liberal, 

republican vs. democrat, black vs. white, immigrant vs. citizen.  And in each of those “versus”  is  

the attempt to prove who is right, who is the one with the power, who is the one with the control.  

As I looked at the gospel for this weekend, the image of that day and all the days that have followed 

since circulated in my mind.   

 

We see in the gospel this weekend that  John and James are primarily interested in themselves 

and what they can get out of being Jesus ’ disciples.  Their translation of the Bible and Jesus ’ 

words were a  whole lot different than what Jesus was really talking about.   How often might we 

have heard in religious discussions, the phrase “did you never read in the bible…….”?   And 

then, the person goes on to quote some part of the Bible he or she  has read and believes in 

firmly.  But, when we look at how they live their lives, we may wonder  how much of the bible 

stuck.   Or, perhaps, did it stick in their minds, but, not in their hearts or  actions. 

 

In the gospel this weekend one of the questions is:  “Who’s listening to Jesus ”?  James and 

John?  Not!  The other 10, perhaps also not.  Us, who are sitting  in the pews?    

 

As we saw in last week’s gospel the question to Jesus from Peter and the others  was not about 

how to be a better follower of Jesus , but rather, “What’s in it for us?” (Mark 10:28-30)  While 

often Peter and James and John and the others were focused on being the masters, Jesus  was 

focused on being the servant.  And those who follow him have to also focus on that.  Yes, Jesus ’ 

message is not an easy one to hear or nor is it easy one to live out at times.    But it is the real, 

and only, path worth following “ I am the way, the truth and the life “(John14:6).  Jesus  knew it 

would not be easy for those first followers, nor for his followers a century later, and two 

millennia later yet,  the translation and the message have not changed.   

 

In St. Paul’s letter to the Hebrews this weekend, tells his audience that while it is not easy to 

follow Jesus ’ message, it is possible because Jesus is like us and he has led the way:  “For we 

do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who 

has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin. So let us confidently approach the 

throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.”   I think that last line 

about mercy and grace is where we need to focus our attention.  Being a follower of Jesus  is not 

possible without the grace of God.  It is through that grace that we learn and experience what the 
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mercy of God is truly like.  His mercy is not about “power over”, but rather about a power within 

us, a power to do good far beyond what we can ask or imagine.  

 

In his  weekly commentary on the readings,  Fr. Tony Kadavil shares a short poem written by 

Rabindranath Tagore, who in 1913 was the first Asian to win the Nobel Prize for Literature.  

Tagore wrote a small but very powerful poem.  One that reflects nicely our gospel this weekend. 

 

“I slept and dreamt that life was Joy;  

Then I awoke and realized  

that life was Service.  

And then I went to work - and, lo  

and behold, I discovered that  

Service is Joy. –" 

 

This weekend we are all invited to lay down our difference, our prejudices, our politics, whatever 

it is that divides us from one another, but rather,  we are to get up and follow Jesus by service to 

one another.   The Kingdom Jesus invites us to is not one where we sit beside Jesus,  but one 

where we work with Jesus.  The Kingdom of God is about justice and mercy for all. 

 

 

1.Fulghum, Robert All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten 

 


