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28th Sunday Ordinary Time 

Oct. 10, 2021 
Reflection from the Marketplace 

 

 In the gospel we see the rich young man approach Jesus and indicate to him that the young man 

has followed the law (i.e., the 10 Commandments)  since he was a child.  He states he  doesn’t 

commit adultery he doesn’t steal he doesn’t lie or cheat others.  But having explained how well 

he has followed the 10 commandments, he shares that he is still not entirely confident that he 

will be saved, or that he will gain eternal life.  And so, to assure himself, he asks Jesus what 

more does he need to do to receive that guarantee of eternal happiness.  As the gospel says, Jesus 

looks at the man with love.  He really wants the man to be saved, and to enjoy eternal life.  But 

eternal life  is not solely based on following all the laws, although that is important start.  Eternal 

life is not just about not sinning.  Jesus invites the young man and us to a more fulfilling life, a 

more proactive life that focuses on being there for others, for humanity and for Mother Earth. 

 

A more modern version of this gospel story involves a leader of a corporation.  The leader had 

come to Jesus  to ask what he must do to gain eternal life.  He explained to Jesus  how he 

conducted his business affairs with a great sense of ethics, not only, toward his employees, but 

also, for his customers.  Jesus looked at the business owner and he loved him.  But he told the 

owner  if he wished to find eternal life, he needed to do more than just the minimum in terms of 

justice and being ethical and following just the rules.  Jesus told the owner that he needed to 

share more of his profits with the poor, that he needed to speak to his fellow business owners 

about paying just wages to their employees, that he needed to speak with his own company’s 

board about doing business in a manner which sought to protect the environment, protect the 

water and the air.   But the owner felt challenged as to how it would affect his reputation and his 

“bottom line” if he did these things.  He went away sad, feeling his fellow business colleagues 

and his board would never understand and would deride him as a person who took business 

ethics and care of the environment too seriously.  He feared his board would think him “too soft” 

and mock him for trying to share a greater amount of their profits. 

 

We, too, can, at times, can be like the rich young man, and think that not being a murderer, an 

adulterer, a thief, a liar, or a cheat, is the complete fulfillment of our duty to our neighbor and to 

God.  But, as Jesus explained, along with the responsibility not to do violence to one's neighbor, 

that God calls us to the duty of binding up our neighbor’s wounds. Along with the commitment 

not to take from one's neighbor possessions, God calls us to the responsibility to care for our  

neighbor’s needs.  

 

Jesus tells the man to go and sell his riches and, then, come and follow him. But, as the gospel 

shows, the man has many riches and to let go of them makes him very anxious and fearful.  And 

so, he goes off, sad about his inability to do what Jesus has asked of him.  It is like what one of 

authors of an Ernest Hemingway's biography reported.  On the first day of each new year, 
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Hemingway sought to give  away some of his most treasured possessions.   And when people 

asked Hemingway why he did this, he would say, "If I can give them away, then I own them.   

But if I can't give them away, they own me." 

 

This gospel and this little account about Hemingway conveys to us what can happen when we 

are possessed by our possessions. Those possessions may be external gifts such as wealth or 

property.  In and of themselves, these are not bad things to have or possess, but it is essential that 

we identify for ourselves, whether we possess them and could, therefore, give them up if asked, 

or whether they possess us, and, therefore, we feel we cannot live without them.  If we cannot 

give them up, perhaps we should ask ourselves, have they become like our security blanket, not 

God? 

 

The other gospel theme reminds us that following Jesus is not a “walk in the park” kind of thing. 

The apostles complain to Jesus  after the young man leaves, that they have given up everything 

so, where is their reward?  Jesus tells them that there is no one who has given up much for Jesus 

who will not receive more in return.  While it may not come in this lifetime, he assures them and 

us it will surely come. 

But we may question then, like the apostles: If it is going to be so difficult to follow Jesus, how 

is anyone going to succeed living the life to which Jesus invites us.  Jesus answers the apostles 

and us: “For you it may be seem impossible, but for God all things are possible.”  Jesus  assures 

us, all those who seek the spirit of God, (i.e., the wisdom of God), all means to live that life will 

be given to them.   

Jesus gave the people in the gospel and us this weekend much to ponder.  The young man 

walked away “sad”.  The apostles walked off questioning “how.”  How shall we respond? 

 

 
 


