
                         
 

Dear Friends: 

This weekend’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord closes the Christmas season.  But beyond that reality, we are 

called to explore the depth of what it means to be baptized.  What it means to be God’s child, the Kings Kid!  

Last weekend we celebrated the Epiphany of the Lord, with the visit of the 3 magi to the stable.  Their visit 

highlighted the royalty of who this child, Jesus, was.  It was because of that “royalty” that Herod was so frightened 

by the account of the magi that he saw this baby as a threat to his earthly throne.   

 

This weekend, though, we have another Epiphany event, however this one occurs decades latter and far from any 

centers of power.  Jesus ’s  birth was an event which changed the course of history, but at his baptism something 

in our spiritual DNA, our human nature, was changed.    

 

Last week on January 1, 2021 we celebrated a Feast known as Mary the Mother of God.  Earlier that morning, 

as I was reading the Divine Office, I came across a statement explaining that feast.  But as I read it over slowly,  

it also shed a lot of light on this weekend’s  feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  It said “Marvelous is the mystery 

proclaimed today: man’s nature is made new as God becomes man; he remains what he was and becomes what 

he was not. Yet each nature stays distinct and forever undivided.”   

 

Within the sacrament of Baptism  each of us is changed at a very deep level while remaining the same at the 

visible surface level.  That change is not always something of which we are aware, unless we take the time in 

prayer to reflect on what we have become, because Jesus became one of us.       

 

The mission of Jesus is echoed in the words of Isaiah in the first reading this Sunday when Isaiah says  

“I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, / I have grasped you by the hand; / I formed you, and 

set you / as a……… /  light for the nations, / to open the eyes of the blind, / to bring out prisoners from 

confinement, / and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.”   It is because through our baptism that we 

share in that life of Christ and so those things that were spoken of him, are also spoken of us.  The baptism we 

share with and through Jesus can, if we believe, be a light to the world.  It can if we believe help people to open 

their eyes to the presence of God in the world; it can, if we believe, set people free who are confined by 

imprisonment, disability, racial discrimination, lack of education, poverty; it can, if we believe, make us 

instruments, like Jesus , to set people free, free of whatever confines them.  For people who live in the darkness 

of hopelessness, depression, loneliness we can bring light into their world.  All of this we can do, if we believe, 

that the divine affirmation of who Jesus was, who Jesus is, is also, the divine affirmation of who we are.  But to 

do all that, faith is needed.  

 

Back in the 1970’s there was a famous weekly show called “All in the Family”  I know that many of you may 

remember it.  The main character is Archie Bunker.  He is the head of the family, but he is also a person with 

enormous amounts of prejudice and preconceived notions about people and relationships, all of  which he insists 

are always correct.   Well, in one of the shows, he was asked to give his definition of “faith.”  To which he said, 

“Faith means believing something that nobody in their right mind would believe."  And, as shocking as it may 

sound to a certain degree, he was correct.   

 

For faith, true faith, cannot be explained, cannot be something we have in our bag of spiritual things which we 

pull out when we think we need it.  No faith means a willingness to go out and be what Isaiah said of Jesus  and 

what he  was called to be.   Now, like you, perhaps,  when I come up against a statement like that, I want to know 

okay I will believe but I want to know the game plan is.  For example, what am I supposed to do first, and then 

what next, and then what next?  I want the program for faith to be laid out in terms I can understand; in terms that 

are logical and in understandable language.  But if we really look at how faith gets lived out, it may not be logical, 
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or planned, or organized.  We have to sit with it and wait for it to direct us.  Even Jesus ,  after being baptized had 

to go into the desert, the traditional place of discernment, to understand what his mission was. 

 

I think this living of our faith is sort like what happened back in WWII.  In the early days of World War II, King 

George of England delivered a radio address to the world in which he recited a few lines of poetry.  Now you 

have to appreciate that King George was a stutterer and giving speeches over the radio was probably something 

he dreaded. If he could find a way not to have to do it, he would have liked that.  But he was asked to give 

speech and so he read the following lines of poetry to his nation and the world:  

  

"And I said to a man who stood at the gate of the year: 'Give me a light, that I may tread safely into the 

unknown.'  "And he replied: 'Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  That shall 

be to you better than light and safer than the known way.'"  In other words, the poet is suggesting that we 

walk by faith and not by sight.  That we walk into situations where fear may be in our guts, yes, but trust is in 

our souls.  For, if we put our trust only in the things we know and rely on every day, then every new day will be 

like the day before.  But if we are willing to put our hand in the hand of God then we will discover a power, a 

destiny far beyond anything we would have imagined for ourselves. We will discover truly what it means to live 

like a “King’s Kid”  And yes, we will always be discovering something new, something different, something 

unplanned. 

 

In the Book of Revelation, we read “Behold, I make all things new.”  It is that newness that we need to buy 

into.    Perhaps you’re like me, I want  God to fix things for me put them back together the way they were, the 

way I think they should be.   After all, then that would be  something that is familiar to me.  But I have found 

that God is pretty much not a “fixer.”  God is a “creator.”   And when God creates something, it is something 

new, different, and often unexpected.  All God asks of me is to put my hand in his and to trust that whatever 

God creates is the right thing, the right thing for me.   

 

Yes, what is being asked of us in the sacrament of baptism is to be willing to step into the muddy river Jordan 

(i.e., the river of change), as Christ did.   We are to get wet, soaked if you will, soaked so much that we need to 

get changed.   St. Paul said in his letter to the Ephesians tells us to   "Put off your old nature ( your old wet dirty 

clothes) .…and put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God…." (Eph. 4:22,23-24). 

 

I know I may have been rambling a bit through this sharing, and I thank for your patience,  but I think what God 

wanted to get through to you will.  In closing, I feel that when we live as a King’s Kid then each new day can be 

more than just “a day after yesterday.”  Each new day can be another invitation of faith to be ready for 

something new.  It can be a new opportunity to once again to put our hand in the hand of the God who makes 

"all things new."   So that each new time we reach out to  another human being, it can be a unique experience in 

letting them see “the likeness of God" through out eyes.    


