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Last week we read about  how Andrew and the “other” disciple left John the Baptist to follow 

Jesus.  And then, after spending an afternoon with Jesus, Andrew went and got Peter and brought 

him to Jesus.   This week we see the call of the disciples in a different way with Jesus  walking 

along the beach and stopping at certain boats, calling Peter and Andrew, James, and John to 

follow him. 

As I thought of these two gospels, and how differently each gospel writer saw “the call of the 

disciples,” it reminded me of movie I had seen in the late 50’s called “Gigi.” 

In the movie, one of the actors is an elderly man who in the movie sings a duet with this older 

woman, whom he had dated years before.  The duet they sing together is called “I Remember It 

Well.”  The song reflects how the man remembered their meeting and how the woman 

remembered it.  Of course, in both cases it is never the same memory.  For example, he sings, 

“you wore a white dress,” to which she responds, “it was blue!”  As I thought about that movie 

and these two gospel writers John, last week,  and Mark, this week,  it struck me how each of the 

gospel writers remembers their call differently.   

In this weekend's gospel  Peter and Andrew, James and John, seemingly, leave their fishing boats 

and their family or partners and go off to be with Jesus for the next three years.  But I was always 

struck by the fact that throughout the gospel writers’ accounts of the disciples’ activities there are 

constant references to the disciples returning to their boats and going off fishing.  So, I thought, 

either they were borrowing boats from other people to go fishing, or they are returning to their 

own boats to do their fishing.   So, what does this say about the call to follow Jesus and leaving 

everything else behind.  It seems to imply to me that this was a gradual process, not an all- at- 

once thing.  

There is an old  Spanish saying that “God writes straight with crooked lines.”.  In other words, 

the way that God chooses to obtain his goals is not the way we would go about it.  

Like in the first reading this weekend, we have Jonah preaching to the Ninevites.  Of course, 

Jonah didn't want to be doing this and, in fact, had tried to get away from this mission by hiding 

from God.  After God gave him the mission to go to Nineveh, Jonah headed in the opposite  

direction.  We all know how that turned out.  Jonah gets swallowed up by a whale and is later 

spit out on the shores of Nineveh.  Jonah’s hatred for the Ninevites was because they were sworn 

enemies of the Jews.  Jonah really wanted God to punish the Ninevites, instead of saving and 

converting them.  As Jonah begins his preaching, we see that,  immediately, the Ninevites are 

converted to repent and abandon their ways of sinning.   Now, following the reading we have for 

this weekend, we see that Jonah becomes upset with God because Jonah knew that God was 

going to forgive the Ninevites when they repented, and Jonah didn't want them saved.    

We, too, can become upset with God when instead of punishing sinners, and making them pay 

for their sins, he welcomes them back when they choose to repent.  But Jonah should not have 

been and we shouldn’t be so surprised for throughout the Old and the New Testaments it is, 

repeatedly, clear that what God wants is what he says- “I desire mercy not sacrifice.”   
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Also, the gospel this weekend  begins with a similar theme of repentance as Jesus  announces to 

all who will listen “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 

believe in the gospel.” And since he wants everyone to get the message, he goes and gets 

people to help him spread it.  Now, like Jonah, he does necessarily choose the most perfect 

people to deliver message.  For example, he chooses a fisherman, Peter.  Peter who we will 

see through the gospels often questions Jesus and his methods of working with people. We have 

James and John who leave their father immediately to follow Jesus.   And yet, later on, when 

these two return from a tour of evangelization in different towns, they become fed up with one of 

the towns because the people in it don't listen to them and they want Jesus to call down lightning 

to destroy that town.   

Through these four men, Andrew, Peter, John, and James, and the other disciples who eventually 

follow Jesus, we see that God works with very human people and  people with many flaws to 

accomplishes his ways of mercy. 

And so, the readings invite us to think about how has God called each of us.  Did the  call for us 

occur over a period of time?  At first, were we resistant?  But after repeated invitations, repeated 

attempts on God’s part, did we begin to believe that for some reason, we don’t fully understand, 

God wants us to work with him?   Often, we may assume that we are not the kind of people God 

would call to accomplish his goals.  Maybe in our eyes we're not the holiest people; we're not 

good faithful churchgoers; maybe we even questioned some of the teachings of the church; or we 

don't follow them exactly as they are written down?  So, we may wonder why would  God call  

us to spread his Kingdom?   

When we were kids growing up there  was a game called “Follow the Leader.” In the game, 

someone is chosen as the leader and  you had to do everything that the leader does exactly. Well, 

about 40 years ago there  was an automobile known as Packard.  The developer of the car 

insisted you didn’t need any type of advertising to sell the car.  It was his belief that the best type 

of advertising was word- of- mouth.  So, if you needed to know something about the Packard, he 

would say, “ just ask someone who owns one.”  Jesus Christ is also known best  through word- 

of- mouth  advertising. Only the shepherds heard about the first Christmas’s news being “good 

news’ from the Angels, but they shared it with others. Only the wise men went to see the child.  

But only, God knows, how many people they talked to about Jesus when they got home.  Just a 

few people in the gospels were touched by miracles and yet everybody knew about Jesus Christ’ 

healing power because of their word- of- mouth.  And probably today many people still learn 

about Jesus Christ through the sharing of one person with another , a word- of- mouth type of 

advertising. Sure, there are other ways of getting the message out preaching, witnessing, 

testifying, or evangelizing, tv, internet, tweeting, facetime, but in the end, it usually comes down 

to one person sharing with another how Christ has entered their lives, how faith in Christ has 

changed their lives, which makes it all seem very real and believable.   

The readings this weekend  invites us to think about how has God called each of us, in his own 

particular way, to spread his message.   

In the gospel Jesus calls these four men Andrew, James, John , and Peter,  to come, to learn what 

it means to be  a source goodness, a source of hope, a light in the darkness.  Perhaps each of 

them, like us, might have paused before going with Jesus and thought-  maybe it would be easier 

for us stay in the boat where it may be safe, where we can go on living out a planned life that, for 

the most part, is safer than what the stranger on the shore is offering.  Or are we willing to get 

out of our “boat” and walk on the shore among people?    Can we believe as Peter James, John, 

and Andrew came to believe, that God is inviting us to trust that we can be  part of something 
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bigger, something more important than even we can imagine?   There is a story told by Fr. 

Botelho about a Russian youth who had grown up in communist Russia.  He had become a 

conscientious objector to war, through reading of Tolstoy and the New Testament.  Because of 

his beliefs and what he openly professed, he was eventually brought before a magistrate. With 

the strength of his convictions,  he told the judge that he believed in a life which loves its 

enemies, and which overcomes evil and refuses war.  “Yes,” said the judge, “I understand. But 

you must be realistic! These laws you are talking about are the laws of the Kingdom of God, and 

it has not come yet.” The young man straightened and said, “Sir, I recognize it has not come for 

you, nor yet for Russia or the world. But the Kingdom of God has come for me! I can’t go on 

hating and killing as though it had not come.” In a way, the Russian youth summed up what we 

believe about the Kingdom of God.   But the question becomes, “How soon will the plan of God 

for his Kingdom be realized”?  And on what does it depend? It depends much on how earnest we 

are to be on God’s side and cooperate with his plan even when we don’t fully understand how it 

will be completed.  We must trust that we have something to do with it.  And, as long as we stay 

faithful to the part we are given to do, then, the kingdom of God will become more and more real 

in the world.  Like Jonah we may not understand how or why God wants it done in a particular 

way, but if we trust that it is God who is in control, and not us, then, God will bring the work we 

do to a successful completion.  If we trust that for whatever reason, God has chosen to use us to 

do some of the work that is necessary in our corner of the world, then, the salvation of mankind 

may be made more real in peoples’ lives. 

So, let us go forth, inadequate as we are and be the word-of- mouth-advertising for the Lord. 

The Kingdom of God has Come,  Believe the Good News! 

 

 

 


